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ee From Public Education 


In education as in any other project in which values are largely 


human rather than material it is impossible to measure accurately 
either the cost or the output of the processes involved. Thus, we 
can not say of any given school system that it costs so many dollars 
and eents to complete one unit of production; because the unit of 
production, namely, the education of a human being, is such a variable 
quantity that average figures of cost are not entirely pertinent. Simi- 
larly it is difficult to place any adequate estimate on the value of the 
finished product in terms of financial profit to society, The human 
and social values in the product are paramount, and the measurement 
of the financial returns to society from the education of its youth is 
after all of secondary importance. 

However, certain facts are available and are both of interest and 
of value in the consideration of the financial return secured by the 
public as a result of public education. 

In all of the recent comparative studies of the educational and 
financial rankings of the states of the Union it is apparent that those 
states which rank highest on educational factors also rank highest 
on those economic factors which are measures of wealth and income. 
California, for example, ranks first or second among all of the states 
of the Union on educational factors. This state also ranks first among 
all of the states of the Union in its ability to support education as 
| measured by wealth per school child or income per school child even 
; though there are six states in the Union which spend a larger per- 
centage of their wealth for public elementary and secondary schools. 
California has more than twice the economic ability to support public 
schools ag is possessed by the average state of the Union. Similarly 
it is found that there is a very definite relationship between the type 
and amount of public education provided by the several states and 
the economie ability of the states, whether the latter is measured in 
terms of total wealth or in terms of earned income. 

These facts might, of course, be interpreted as meaning that those 
states which have the larger amounts of wealth expend the larger 
amounts for public education. This is, of course, true. It is also 
true, however, that the states do not expend their income for public 
education in proportion to the amount of income per school child 
possessed by the state. In other words, many states with low amounts 
of income per child are expending comparatively large percentages of 
their total income for education while other states with high income 
per school child expend comparatively small percentages of that income 
for public education. There seems to be little doubt that there is a 
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definite causal relationship between the type and extent of public 
edueation and the economie ability of the several states. . 

Values and costs of public education can be considered adequately 
only in relationship to the scope of the educational program and the 
outcomes, social as well as individual, achieved by that program. 

The scope of the California educational program is indicated to some 
extent by the following facts. California youth attends school in 
greater numbers in proportion to total population than does youth 
in any other state. California youth attends school for as many hours 
of instruction during the school year as does youth in any other state. 
California youth makes educational progress, as that progress 1s meas- 
urable, in as great a proportion as does youth in any other state. 
California youth is taught by a body of teachers with a considerably 
higher average standard of training than that which maintains among 
the teachers in any other state. California youth now devotes more 
time to the study of fundamental tool subjects than ever before in the 
history of education in this commonwealth. California youth stays in 
school for longer periods of educational contact than does youth in 
any other state or than ever before in this state. 

If education will in the future bring that success for the individual 
as well as for the social group which it has given in the past then 
California’s schools assure us of a body of youth who will be economi- 
eally, socially, spiritually, of higher attainment because of their educa- 
tion than youth has ever before been in our state. 

Education costs too much or too little in proportion to whether 
future life for youth is assured of fitness in a new social order which 
education will shape; and in proportion to the extent to which 
academic, voeational, social, civic, cultural and spiritual values are 
measurably accomplished or in process of accomplishment in the school. 

Whether or not additional funds are needed for our public schools 
is dependent upon the ability of local communities to maintain, under 
the present plan of publie school finance, schools which are capable 
of maintaining the high standards of accomplishment for California 
children. Those distriets which are prevented from maintaining such 
standards to the detriment and handicapping of California children 
because of inadequate financial support do definitely require financial 
aid. The measure of how much money should be spent for public 
schools should be based not on what we are spending but on what 
should be spent in order to achieve the potential values of public 


edueation. 


Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
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Principals’ Convention in Retrospect 


The 1930 convention of secondary school principals and others 
interested in secondary education recently held in San Diego was a 


th ae ; ' 

oe most enthusiastic and successful gathering. The enthusiasm was due 
to the fine spirit of welcome and cordial reception which greeted those 
ws who were guests during the convention. The enthusiasm was also due, 
1S- 


in a large measure, to the fact that most of all this convention belonged 
to those who were conventioning. 

The convention was successful in that those present discovered that 
they were not alone with their problems; that they were not alone in 
h their thinking ; and that through this convention mutual assistance was 
available. A most commendable body of resolutions was adopted by 
the convention. The summary of the convention represents accomplish- 
ment as well as challenge for further study and consideration at a 
future convention. 


The California association of secondary school principals fully eon- 


en 
ii. | veyed through its resolutions the appreciation for the splendid services 
a. | of those individuals responsible for the success of the 1930 convention. 


To the sentiments expressed in those resolutions we would like to 
add our own personal note of appreciation and thanks to all those who 
oh served so well. We believe the convention was successful and that 


the results of the experiment with the small group conferences were 
such as to commend this type of convention. 

ol. It is impossible at this time to give a complete summary of the 
findings and recommendations of the many conference groups which 
or | met at San Diego. The following outline, however, will give some 
idea of the nature of these findings and recommendations: 


ch & Accreditation. (Three groups.) 
_ 1. Present university regulations satisfactory. 
la 

lic Administration. (Eight groups.) 


lic Adult Education. (Five groups.) 


1. Special training urged for teachers and administrators of adult 
education, 2. Adult classes should be based on community needs. 
3. Governor’s committee for study of educational problems asked to 
study adult education, special financial aspects. 
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Classroom Methods. (Five groups.) 


1. Adaptation of instruction to individual differences stressed. 2. 
Study of informal child-centered activities recommended. 3. Differen- 
tiated curricula, ability grouping, project method and individual types 
of instruction approved. 


Curriculum Construction. (Six groups.) 


1. Development of courses of study adapted to individual needs and 
interests urged. 2. Special methods, curricula and materials recom- 
mended for subnormal pupils. 3. California curriculum commission 
asked to develop secondary school curriculum standards. More atten- 
tion urged to art and music appreciation. 4. Ability grouping with 
special curricula for varying groups recommended. 5. Secondary 
school faculty study groups recommended for curriculum construc- 
tion. 6. Teacher training institutions asked to develop practical 
curricula courses. 


Finance. (Four groups.) 


1. Increased state aid for all levels of education asked. 2. Redistri- 
bution of tax burden with state income tax, severance tax and luxury 
tax recommended. 3. Junior high school support urged on high school 
basis. 4. Standardization of budgetary classification recommended. 


Health and Child Welfare. (Two groups.) 


1. Incidental health instruction urged for all teachers. 2. Educa- 
tion of parents and tax payers in individual and community health 
recommended. 3. State committee asked to serve with state depart- 
ment of education. 4. Permanent health record card recommended. 


Possible Classification and Guidance. (Nine groups.) 


1. Ability grouping, differentiated curricula and special counselors 
urged to improve guidance programs, 2. Study of conditions of home 
life, personality and mental adjustments recommended. 


Research. (One group.) 


1. Coordination of secondary school research asked. 2. State organ- 
ization recommended to list problems, compile results and organize 
research. 
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Schoolhouse Planning. (One group.) 


1. Adoption of state school building code recommended. 2. Author- 
ity recommended for state department of education to condemn unsafe 
school buildings. 


Social Program. (Nine groups.) 


1. Entire faculty should participate in social program. 2. Social 
program should give opportunity for all pupils to develop responsi- 
bility. 3. Moral conduct and proper social habits and ideals should 
be developed by the program of natural social activities. 


Supervision. (Ten groups.) 


1. Departmental meetings should stress professionalization of teachers 
and should embrace curriculum construction, differentiation of cur- 
ricula and individual adjustment. 2. Individual conferences and 
classroom visitation recommended. 3. Latter should result in impor- 
tant evaluation. 4. Social activities, faculty lunchroom and participa- 
tion in out-of-school activities recommended. 


Junior College Problems. (Three sessions.) 


1. Increased state support and stabilization of state funds urged. 
2. Abolition of present classification of pupils asked. 3. Adaptation 
of curricula to individual needs recommended. 4. Revision of present 
laws for establishment of junior college districts urged. 
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Interpretations of School Law 


Attorney General’s Opinions 
DISTRICTS 
Pupils Employed as Copyists. 

The governing board of a school district may employ a pupil of the 
district as a copyist and pay him for his work. (A. G. O. No. 7071, 
April 1, 1930.) 

SALARIES 


Equal Salaries for Women. 

Under School Code section 5.730 female teachers of a school district 
must be paid the same salary as male teachers when rendering like 
services under the same grade certificates. 

Members of governing boards are not personally liable for a violation 
of thelaw. (A. G. O. No. 7075, April 8, 1930.) 


TEACHERS 


Dismissal Without Cause. 

A teacher serving his third complete consecutive school year in a 
district may be dismissed without cause at the end of the school year 
by the giving of the notice prescribed by School Code section 5.681. 
(A. G. O. 7098, April 29, 1930.) 


Appellate Court Decisions 


Erratum, April number of California Schools 


DISTRICTS 
Contracts to Purchase. 


The following should be substituted for the abstract which appeared 
under the above captions on page 82 of the April number of California 
Schools: 

If a school district enters into a contract to buy equipment without 
complying with the laws respecting the letting of such contracts the 
contract is void and the seller may not recover on the contract but may 
recover possession of the equipment. 

(Strauch vs. San Mateo junior college district, 61 C. A. D. 9335, 
446 Pac. 192.) /64 Gk Gp Hig 
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A Message From Venezuela 


The state superintendent of public instruction is in receipt of a 
translation of a Message of good will and hope from the school children 
of Venezuela to the children of the world from the United States com- 
missioner of edueation, William John Cooper, which is as follows: 


‘*Caracas, Venezuela, December 25, 1929. 


Message of Good Will and Hope from the School Children of Venezuela to the 
Children of the World 

We, the school children of Venezuela, joyfully greet the children of 
all the countries of the world, whom we consider as members of the 
same family, and as such we now invite them, following the leadership 
of the school children of England, to work with us to bring about the 
greatest good there is for mankind, that is, the triumph of universal 
friendship. 

More than once we have in thought travelled through your countries, 
dear little friends, when we had before our eyes the map of the world, 
and then we have wished we could go from nation to nation to bring 
you a token of our affection. 

We have never seen war, but we do realize its horrors. We must 
think of the misfortunes that war brings to us children; it leaves us 
without fathers, without brothers, without friends. It robs us of our 
happiness. 

Fortunately we have the league of nations to help us. Let us pray 
that it may be strong and successful, and so let us learn to love it from 
our childhood and let us all join in praising it with all the enthusiasm 
of our hearts. 

We hope that our fellow pupils all over the world, each one in his 
own country, will cultivate the feelings of tolerance, generosity, kind- 
ness and love, toward one another and toward other children all over 
the world, so that when we all grow up we may become a new and 
better kind of man and woman, cheerful, happy and splendid. 

We want to tell our little friends everywhere what great delight we 
have in seeing and learning every day about all the marvellous and 
wonderful things that are being achieved in art and industry; the 
facilities provided us for learning and for getting better acquainted 
by means of healthful, interesting and instructive sports; how quickly 
we can get in touch with each other and come to know one another 
since we can now hear words spoken at any time and from any part 
of the world over the radio, and within a short time could visit and 
meet one another, thanks to the progress of aviation. 

Let us agree to set aside one day of the year, in which all the children 
of the world shall unite in asking our fathers at home, as the best 
proof of their love, to forget war forever, and with sincere good will 
work for peace and friendship. 

Hoping that this message may be received with sympathy by all the 
children of the world, we send them a brotherly embrace and with it 
all our love.’’ ~ 


(This message prepared by the public school at Soledad, State of Anzoategui, 
Was chosen from among those written by schools all over Venezuela, in response 
to a message received from English school children the year before.) 
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Announcements 


EDISON SCHOLARSHIP—REMINDER 


Principals are reminded that June 15, 1930, is the final date on 
which candidates for the Thomas A. Edison scholarship can be con- 
sidered. Please report the names of candidates at the earliest possible 


moment. 


OLD IRONSIDES 


The national committee which has been in charge of the campaign 
to raise funds for the rehabilitation of the U. S. frigate Constitution 
(old ironsides) has made available for free distribution to every class- 
room in the state a colored lithograph, 184.x 23 inches in size, of old 
ironsides. The state department of education has ordered 40,000 copies 
of the picture. These will be sent upon request to city and county 
superintendents of schools for distribution to the schools under their 
jurisdiction. 

Requisition forms will be mailed for use in ordering the pictures. 
A charge of seven-tenths of 1 cent per copy will be made to cover the 
cost of freight from Boston to Sacramento. All shipments will be made 
by freight collect. 


MEMORIAL DAY 


It is suggested that school officials lend any support at their command 
to the G. A. R., the American legion, and other patriotic societies 
which plan to commemorate Memorial day. 


REED COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS 


Reed college, Portland, Oregon, offers to members of high school 
graduating classes the following free scholarships to qualified appli- 
cants for admission in September, 1930: 


A. An open scholarship in the amount of $250. 

B. Five scholarships for graduates of high schools outside of Oregon 
in the amount of $210 covering tuition and fees for one year. Success- 
ful candidates will, in addition, receive railroad fare from their 
homes to Portland, or in the case of foreign students, from the nearest 
port of entry. 
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Award will be made by the Reed college faculty on the basis of : 
1. High school record 


2. Testimony of those well acquainted with the applicant 
3. Evidence of need for financial assistance *n undertaking a college 
course, and 


4. Written work suggested by Reed college. 


Letters of application must be mailed by June 20. Full instructions 
will be sent upon receipt of application to the registrar, Reed college, 
Portland, Oregon. 


THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The American library association will meet in Los Angeles, June 
23-28. The California county library system which was in its infaney 
in 1915, when the organization last met in California, is now known 
throughout the country as one of the most efficient library systems in 
the United States. Many of the visitors plan to inspect the system 
and to study the work of our state library. 


UNITED STATES COAST GUARD EXAMINATION 


The United States coast guard will hold a competitive examination 
on June 18-20, 1930, for the appointment of cadets to the coast guard 
academy at New London, Connecticut. The examination will be open 
to young men between 18 and 22 years of age who have graduated 
from high school and will be held at such places as the number of 
candidates warrants. 

This is an opportunity for young men to complete their education 
at government expense and to become commissioned officers in the 
coast guard, one of the military services of the United States afloat 
and ashore. Full information may be secured from the commandant, 
U.S. coast guard, Washington, D. C. 


CHANGE IN SCHEDULE OF UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
SUMMER SESSIONS, 1931 


Upon request of school administrators the schedule for the Univer- 
sity of California summer sessions will be changed, beginning with the 
1931 inter session. The following schedule has been adopted for 1931: 


Inter session (Berkeley) : May 11-June 20. 
Summer session (Berkeley and Los Angeles) : June 22—August 1. 
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FIRE PREVENTION CAMPAIGN FOR HIGH SCHOOLS 


The Stop forest fires campaign, sponsored by the United States forest 
service in cooperation with the state division of forestry, opened in 
April in the senior and junior high schools on the east side of the 
San Joaquin valley. The campaign will extend as far south as Bakers- 
field this spring and the west side of the valley will be covered this fall. 

The program to be presented before school assemblies will consist of 
motion pictures of forest fires and fire fighting, and game animals and 
birds in the national forests of California, together with a short talk 
on fire prevention illustrated with colored lantern slides. Forest 
ranger James N, Gibson, a trained forester and an official in the Cali- 
fornia district of the forest service, is in charge of the work. 

A similar campaign in the Sacramento valley last year was carried 
to 52 junior and senior high schools and a fire prevention message 
presented to more than 22,000 high school students. 

School superintendents and principals are asked to avail themselves 
of this free program which is presented with the approval of the 
superintendent of public instruction and has for its objective the awak- 
ening of greater interest among boys and girls in the value of our 
forests and the necessity for their protection from fires caused by 
human carelessness. 


STATE TYPEWRITING TEST 


The bureau of business education, in cooperation with the various 
sections of the California commercial teachers association, is making a 
comprehensive study of the teaching of typewriting in the secondary 
schools of the state. In order to obtain the necessary objective informa- 
tion in regard to typewriting accomplishment a test has been prepared 
and sent to all secondary schools. School officials have been requested 
to have all students of typewriting take this test and to forward the 
test sheets with the results to the bureau of business education, state 
department of education, box 615, Sacramento. 

During the coming year the bureau, in cooperation with committees 
appointed by the California commercial teachers association, plans to 
make a complete job analysis of the teaching of typewriting. The 
state department of education will appreciate the cooperation of all 
school officials and teachers of typewriting in making this study. 
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For Your Information 


PUBLIC SCHOOLS WEEK—AN APPRECIATION 


To the school people of the state we extend appreciation of their 

splendid efforts to vitalize the work of the schools during California 
publie schools week. Many comments have been received complimenting 
the work which was accomplished. To the citizens gf the state also 
do we give our thanks for their full cooperation in the many programs 
and activities which marked this very worth-while project. 
f We can not but feel that the splendid good will and understanding 
! which results from such cooperative enterprises will have much to do 
with the success and welfare of our public schools. California schools 
could not have attained their present high ranking without the con- 
tinued understanding and support of the citizenry of the state. 


REGISTRATION OF MINORS, OCTOBER 6-11, INCLUSIVE, 1930 


The triennial registration of minors required by School Code sections 
1.60-1.66, inclusive, must be completed during the first full week of 
October, 1930. This announcement is made at this time in order that 
school administrators may plan in advance the conduct of the registra- 
tion and that they may include the necessary funds in their budgets 
for 1930-31. The following instructions should govern the registration : 


1. School districts in which a continuous or yearly registration of 
minors is maintained will be required only to render a report of 
registration data on forms to be prescribed by the state depart- 
ment of education. 


2. In every elementary school district in which there is not main- 
tained a continuous or yearly registration of minors, the trien- 
nial registration of all minors under 18 years of age must be 
completed during the week October 6-11, inclusive, 1930. A 
registrar of minors and necessary deputy registrars shall be 
appointed by the governing board of each elementary school 
district on or before September 15. The total compensation 
paid such registrar and deputy registrars may not exceed $30 
for the first statutory teacher and $10 for each additional 
statutory teacher allowed the district. 


3. The triennial registration of minors shall be recorded on registra- 
tion blanks prescribed by the superintendent of public instruc- 
tion. These blanks will be completed shortly. Copies will be 
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forwarded to all superintendents of schools. Supplies must be 
provided by boards of education in cities and in cities and 
counties; and by county superintendents of schools in districts 
outside of cities or cities and counties. Instructions will also 
be prescribed by the superintendent of public instruction to be 
secured as in the ease of the registration blanks. 


4. In districts maintaining a continuous or yearly registration, such 
registration may be upon such blanks as the local governing 
board may prescribe. It is recommended, however, that such 
blanks be devised to facilitate compilation of required data to 
be reported to the superintendent of public instruction. 


5. Summary forms for reporting required data from the registra- 
tion of minors will be prescribed by the superintendent of pub- 
lie instruction, to be employed in every elementary school dis- 
trict in reporting to the county superintendent of schools, and 
to be employed also by county superintendents in reporting to 
the superintendent of public instruction. These forms are to be 
provided, as in the case of registration ecards, by city boards of 
education or by county superintendents of schools. 


6. All forms to be prescribed by this office will be revisions of the 
forms heretofore employed, and will comprise essential items 
only. Forms may be procured from the usual commercial 
sources. The registration card data may be rearranged to 
accommodate various filing devices, and supplemental items 
may be added, if desired. 


STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 


At its regular quarterly meeting in San Diego, April 11 and 12, the 
state board of education took action on a number of matters of definite 
import to the schools of the state. 


Rules and Regulations—High School Graduation Requirements 


Section XIII, H, 2. The following paragraphs were added, to follow 
paragraph g, amending the laboratory science requirement for high 
school graduation : 

h. General science, for those students who are not planning to enter 
higher institutions of learning, provided the general science 
course shall have been approved by the state department of 
education as a laboratory science. Pupils completing the gen- 
eral science course in any high school grade (9-12, inclusive) 

‘shall not be required to complete any other laboratory scien¢ 
course in order to graduate. 
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i. Industrial science, for those students majoring in vocational trade 
and industrial courses, provided the industrial science course 
shall have been approved by the state department of educa- 
tion as a laboratory science. 


j. Home-making science, for those students majoring in vocational 
home economies, provided the home-making science course shall 
have been approved by the state department of education as a 
laboratory science. 


Section XIV, I. The following sentence was added to this paragraph 
relative to the required attendance of minors upon continuation classes: 


Such minors may attend continuation classes in private schools pro- 
vided the work in such classes is of the grade and quality 
required by the rules and regulations of the state board of edu- 
cation governing continuation education. 


Further revisions concerning minimum requirements for gradua- 
tion were approved and will be presented in the June issue of 
California Schools. 


Textbooks. 


Upon recommendation by the state curriculum commission, the 
Child Story Reader, by Freeman and Johnson, published by Lyons and 
Carnahan, was adopted for use in the fourth grade; and Good Reading, 
by Manly, Rickert and Leubries, published by Charles Scribner’s Sons, 
was adopted for use in the fifth grade. 

The state board of education voted to take advantage of an option 
for a renewal of the contract with the J. C. Winston company for the 
use of Book One of Smith’s Human Geography, Part One and Part Two. 
The present contract expires July 1, 1930. 

Request was approved for removal from the state high school text- 
book list of Thal’s Quick Reading Method for the Saxophone and 
Clarinet. 


Organizations for School Membership. 


The following associations were added to the approved list of organi- 
zations in which schools may have memberships paid from school 
district funds under School Code section 2.1520: 

‘1. California federation of junior colleges 

. Northern California junior college association 

3. Central California junior college association 

. Southern California junior college association 
5. National education association 
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State Teachers Colleges. 


San Diego state teachers college was authorized to offer a curriculum 
leading to the special secondary school commercial credential and to 
the A. B. degree with a pre-secondary major in commerce. 


AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY PRIZE ESSAY CONTEST 


Two hundred sixty-one essays were entered this year by students of 
California high schools in the American chemical society prize essay 
eontest which has been conducted annually for the past seven years. 

The California state committee consisting of Dean B. M. Woods, 
university of California; Hugh Wiley, the well-known author; Elwood 
Mead, commissioner of reclamation; and Superintendent Kersey, has 
reviewed the essays and announces that the following contestants have 
won first and second places in the six topies under consideration : 


The relation of chemistry to industry— 


. LeRoy Miller, Covina union high school. 


. Robert G. Heitz, Huntington Beach union high school. 


relation of chemistry to the home— 
. Dorothy Lord, Owensmouth high school. 


2. Marjorie Nevens, Sweetwater high school, National City. 


relation of chemistry to the enrichment of life 
. Margaret Miller, Miss Ransom and Miss Bridges’ school. Pied- 
mont. 
. Virginia Clare Christie, La Jolla high school. 


relation of chemistry to agriculture— 
. Marie Hoffer, Glendale high school. 
. Rosine Liedholt, Franklin high school, Los Angeles. 


relation of chemistry to health and disease— 
. Iva May Warner, Huntington Park union high school. 


. Mary Elizabeth Garthwaite, Miss Ransom and Miss Bridges’ 
school. 


The relation of chemistry to national defense— 
1. Elmer Thomas Berner, Vallejo high school. 
2. Dorothy Schwede, Technical high school, Oakland. 


The winners of first places in addition to receiving the state prizes of 
$20 each will enter the national contest. The national prizes are 6 
four-year scholarships at any recognized college or university in the 
United States, each providing tuition and $500 annually. 
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The state department of education offers sincere congratulations to 
those who have won recognition in this contest in which all the essays 
submitted were of unusual caliber. 


EMERGENCY ATTENDANCE REQUESTS 


Reports from the state director of health in the Weekly Bulletin 
of the state department of public health, indicate unusual prevalence 
of communicable disease during the spring months of 1930, measles, 
mumps, chickenpox, scarlet fever and whooping cough having been 
especially widespread. Where schools have been kept open during 
serious epidemic conditions, with consequent material loss of average 
daily attendance, school boards should be advised to request author- 
ization from the state department of education for computing average 
daily attendance on the emergency basis provided in School Code 
section 4.750. Forms (No. J-18) will be forwarded upon request 
to be employed by school boards and county superintendents in request- 
ing emergency attendance. 

Please note that all Request for Emergency Attendance forms must 
be filed with the superintendent of public instruction not later than 
June fifth. Please note also that a report by the state director of health 
is necessary for the approval of the request. For this reason care 
should be taken to see that all cases of communicable disease are 
reported promptly to the county health authorities. 


ELEMENTARY PRINCIPALS’ CONVENTION 


The California state elementary school principals’ association held 
its third annual convention April 11 and 12 at Fresno. The two-day 
session was largely devoted to consideration of the professional duties 
and responsibilities of the elementary school principal. Progressive 
Education was the central theme of the discussions. Mr. C. A. Pugsley 
of Pasadena was elected president of the association for the school 
year 1930-1931. . 

The activities of this association are to be commended. Professional- 
ization of the elementary school teacher and principal, recognition of 
the paramount importance of elementary education, and remuneration 
and professional recognition of the elementary school teacher on a 
parity with the secondary school teacher of equal training and ability, 
are objectives to which the state department of education subscribes. 
The continued professional activity of the state elementary school prin- 
cipals’ association will be of material aid in the attainment of these 
objectives. Expansion of the activities of this association by means 
of local or regional conferences called by county superintendents of 
schools might also be recommended as a means of further professional- 
izing elementary education. 
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JOINT TAX COMMITTEE MEETING 


At a meeting of the joint tax committee of the California real estate 
association held in San Francisco on April 16, action was taken toward 
bringing about a better equalization of the present tax structure 
in California by removing the cost of education, public welfare, health 
and hygiene in the state of California from the ad valorem tax on 
real and personal property, and by deriving the revenue necessary 
to meet this expense from new sources, namely: 

1. A severance tax on natural resources (not including agricultural 
products) ; this severance tax to be paid into a sinking fund and the 
income thereof to be used. 

2. A luxury consumers’ tax levied upon a limited number of articles. 

3. A reasonable personal income tax. 

At the same time the committee went on record for a definite limi- 
tation on the tax burden on real estate. 


GOING CAMPING THIS SUMMER? 

Vacationists who are looking forward to a camping trip this summer 
in the mountains of California will find much of interest in the new map 
folder entitled National Forests of California. This folder shows all 
the main roads and highways of the state and lists improved free camp 


grounds, and scenic and recreation areas. Rules which must be 
observed by national forest visitors are also listed. 

The map folder also describes the different forest regions of the 
state and the commercial resources of the national forests, such as 
water, timber and forage which are so important to the economic 
progress of California. The map folder may be had upon request to the 
United States forest service, Ferry building, San Francisco. 


THE DAVIS PICNIC 

The Davis farm pienic, given annually at the university of Cali- 
fornia farm, occurred Saturday, April 18, and attracted judging 
teams from 69 high schools in the state. The occasion combined a con- 
vention of Future Farmers of America, an organization of vocational 
agriculture students sponsored by the bureau of agricultural educa- 
tion of the state department of education for the purpose of develop- 
ing leadership and cooperation among future farmers; with an ora- 
torical contest and various contests for judging dairy cattle, poultry, 
trees, agronomy, and dairy products. 

Governor C. C, Young’s ten-year sweepstake trophy was won by the 
Lodi high school with the Madera high school in second place. 

The fact that 40 high schools of the state are planning to establish 
agriculture departments next year is an indication of the general 
interest being shown in agricultural education in the schools. 
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On May 3 at San Luis Obispo 126 teams competed for championship 
honors in the 7 agricultural judging contests sponsored by the bureau 
of agricultural education. 


NATIONAL BUTTER CAMPAIGN 


The California dairy council is engaged in a campaign to acquaint 
consumers with the food value of butter. The council has prepared 
an interesting resume of the condition of the dairy industry in the 
United States and a discussion of the nutritive value of butter with, 
special reference to its vitamin content. 

Each county superintendent may secure copies of this material from 
the county chairman of the campaign. 


THE OLYMPIC GAMES 


The first meeting of the California public schools Olympic games 
committee was held at San Diego on April 18. The dissemination 
among school children of information concerning the historical back- 
ground and ideals which prompted the Olympic games and their mean- 
ing to civilization has been accepted as the first duty of the committee. 
A pamphlet will be prepared for use in all schools of the state covering 
the history of the Olympic games. 

It is believed that competitive participation by boys and girls of 
public school age in connection with the Olympic games is not beneficial 
to their physical, mental and social welfare and the committee recom- 
mends that the publie schools limit their sponsorship to group demon- 
stration of activities typical of programs of physical education accord- 
ing to highest educational standards. 


SENATE BILL 3969—VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 


Secondary school administrators will be interested in advocating the 
passage of the Capper-Reed vocational education bill, senate bill 3969. 
This bill provides for the further development of vocational education 
of less-than-college grade. Its primary purpose is to make available 
to the states and territories additional funds for the stimulation of 
research and the collecting of research data vital to the efficient func- 
tioning of vocational education. This bill should have our full support. 
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STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 


Questions and Answers 


Norte: Under this caption there will be published replies to questions 
which have a general application to school situations throughout the 
state. Please make legal questions as specific as possible. 


ATTENDANCE 
Absent Pupils May Not Be Counted. 


Q. May school districts count, for apportionment purposes, the 
attendance of pupils excluded from school on account of infection with 
contagious disease or on account of contact with pupils so infected? 


Ans. No. All pupils actually absent from school must be counted 
as absent, and in no case may any pupil be counted as in attendance 
who is absent, regardless of the reason for such absence. Any district 
in which the average daily attendance has been materially affected by 
epidemic conditions may request authorization from the state depart- 
ment of education for computing average daily attendance on an 
emergency basis. Form No. J—23 should be employed in making such 
requests. 

Average daily attendance in districts affected by epidemic (or by 
fire, flood or other unusual condition) is computed by adding to the 
previous year’s average daily attendance one-third of the increase in 
average daily attendance during the preceding three years. (School 
Code section 4.750. ) 


TEXTBOOKS 
Adults in High School May Be Charged. 


Q. May high school boards legally charge students for textbooks? 


Ans. School Code section 6.380 provides that: The high school board 
may fix a charge not to exceed the cost of such books (textbooks) to 
the high school district for books furnished pupils in classes for adults. 
No other charge may be made for any books furnished pupils by high 
school boards. 


Junior Colleges. 


Q. May students enrolled in junior college classes be required to pay 
for textbooks? 
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Ans. It is the opinion of the state department of education that the 
high school textbook laws (School Code sections 6.370-6.460, inclusive) 
do not apply to junior college courses maintained by high school boards, 
and that junior college boards are not in any way governed by these 
particular laws. Therefore it is our opinion that students enrolled in 
any junior college class may be required to purchase textbooks 
employed therein. 


MAXIMUM SCHOOL DAY 


Hours Pupils May Be Kept in School. 


Q. What requirements are made by state law or by regulation of the 
state board of education relative to the-number of hours pupils may be 
kept in school? 


Ans. School Code section 3.24 and section I B of the rules and regu- 
lations of the state board of education govern the maximum length of 
time during which pupils may be kept in school. These provisions 
relate to all pupils in public schools of whatever kind or class, and may 
be summarized as follows: 


1. No pupil under 8 years of age, and no pupil enrolled in grade 1 
or 2, may be required to remain in school for more than 4 hours per day. 


2. No pupil, regardless of age or grade, except one pursuing a voca- 
tional course, may be required to remain in school for more than 6 hours 
| per day. 

3. The maximum school.day includes all time devoted to recesses, 
but exeludes the noon intermission. 


4. Pupils desirous of remaining in school for a longer period of time 
than the maximum school day may be permitted to do so in the dis- 
cretion of the governing board of the school district; but in no case 
may a pupil be required to remain in schol for a longer period of time 
than the maximum school day; nor may pupils engage in activities of 
the prescribed course of study or receive credit to apply toward gradua- 
tion for work completed after having attended school for the maximum 
school day. 


FINANCING EVENING HIGH SCHOOLS 


State and County Apportionments. 
Q. What is the method of financing adult classes and other evening 
classes in California high schools? 


Ans. These classes are financed as evening high school and special 
day and evening classes of day high schools, as follows: 
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1. State apportionments. 

a. Bonus: To each high school district, on account of first 30 units of 
A. D. A. of pupils in special day and evening classes in each 
high school— 

$80 per unit of A. D. A. for each of first 10 units in each 
high school, 

$60 per unit of A. D. A. for each of second 10 units in each 
high school, 

$40 per unit of A. D. A. for each of third 10 units in each 
high school. 

Total bonus $1,800 for each 30 or more units of A. D. A. in J 
each high school. 

b. Regular apportionment: For each unit of A. D. A. in such classes 
the amount given by the state pro rata on total A. D. A. in all 
high school classes in the state. In 1930 this amount is $24.52 
per unit of A. D. A. 


2. County apportionments. 

a. Bonus: To each high school district, on account of first 30 units 
of A. D. A. of pupils in special day and evening classes in 
each high school— 

$40 per unit of A. D. A. for each of first 10 units in each 
high school, 

$30 per unit of A. D. A. for each of second 10 units in each 
high school, 

$20 per unit of A. D. A. for each of third 10 units in each 
high school. 

Total bonus $900 for each 30 or more units of A. D. A. in each 
high school. 


b. Regular apportionment: For each unit of A. D. A. in such classes 
the amount given by the county pro rata on total A. D. A. in all 
high school classes in the county. This amount varies in the 

‘several counties and should be ascertained from the county 
superintendent of schools. The variation is from approximately 
$50 to $200 per unit of A. D. A. 


3. Tuition fees. School Code section 3.480 permits governing boards to 
charge adults tuition fees not to exceed $6 a term per pupil. 


4. District taxes. Any additional funds necessary for the maintenance 
of evening high schools or special day and evening classes in high 
schools, must be provided from the income derived from district 
taxation. 
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It should be pointed out that no state and county apportionments are 
made directly to or for evening schools or special day and evening 
classes. All apportionments are made to districts. The allocation of 
funds for the maintenance of evening schools or special day and 
evening classes is entirely within the discretion of the high school 
board; except that state and county money apportioned on account 
of such classes must be spent on the continued maintenance thereof, 
wiless they have been discontinued with the permission of the county 
superintendent of schools. (School Code section 4.580-4.582. ) 
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STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 


Recent Professional Literature 


A NEW CITY SCHOOLS BULLETIN 


The state department of education is in receipt of the first issue of the 
San Francisco Public Schools Monthly Bulletin dated March, 1930. 
We trust that subsequent issues will maintain the high standard set 
by this first number. Superintendent Gwinn is to be congratulated on 
having established an excellent medium, not alone for the service of 
his professional staff, but also for interpreting to his public the signifi- 
cant activities and features of his school system. 


SIXTY EDUCATIONAL BOOKS OF 1929 


The April number of the Journal of the National Education Associa- 
tion contains a list of 60 educational books of 1929. This list was pre- 
pared in the teachers’ department of the Enoch Pratt free library at 
Baltimore, under the direction of Joseph L. Wheeler, librarian, and 
is the result of careful examination of all available titles and the study 
of several hundred reviews, together with the scorings and comments of 
over 200 specialists in various educational fields throughout the United 
States. 

The books included in this list are selected from such a broad field 
that they form an excellent basis for a professional library, either for 
the administrator, the teacher or the student of education. 


PAMPHLET OF INFORMATION 


The national association of book publishers of 347 Fifth avenue, New 
York, which functions as a clearing house of information of value to 
publishers has recently issued a pamphlet giving information regarding 
state reading circles, school library lists, state textbook adoptions 
and other data collected from state departments of education, state 
library commissions and many other sources throughout the country. 
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